e Ronald McPonald Houce Charibies o% Eackern lowa

ﬁ 730 Hawkins Drive  lowa City, lowa 52246-2509  Ph. 319.356.3939
Fax: 319.353.6873  iowacityrmh@gmail.com  www.rmhciowacity.org

Dear Friends and (upporters
o—f the lowa Ciey Rovald McVonald Houge:

Livimg in Cedar Falls, |A, we never tml\(,j understood what the Ronald McDonald House of lowa C(t\(,j does for
)(amilies. We had omlg skimmed articles in the paper and overheard commercials on TU. yet, we never quite

understood W’/(\lj, when, or how we would evemtuall\zﬁ come to know the House on a very Fersomal level.

Our five*\«ﬁear*old Ellie was diagnosed with Clear Cell
Memimgioma, a maligmmt brain tumor, in Ma5 o)f 2009.
Ellie experienced facial weakness and modemtelﬁ severe
heo\ring loss in her right ear. /A\)fter an MK| detected a
mass in her brain, Ellie was suddenl\uj in )front o)f world class
surgeons at the University of lowa Hospitals and Clinics.
The surgeons recoramended Ellie umdergo 33 sessions of
radiation in lowa C{t\u}

Ellie had surgery on Ma5 18th to remove the tumor. /A\moms
the many Questioms we faced as a )fo\mil\nﬁ was the Problem oJf

fimolins a housimg oFtion in lowa Cit\u}

The Ronald McDonald House of lowa Ci’% sudolenl\r/j
became our “home anay )from home” )(or the weeks
a)fter surgery when Ellie was still in the hospital, and
for the 6 2 weeks during radiation. It was a huge
Hessing to be surrounded [75 other supportive fo\milies,

volunteers, and sto\)ff, all emPathetic to our situation.

Realize that without Your care, )families like ours would

experience a Sreo\t deal of increased stress, both

emotionall& and )financio\ll\u}



W

Most imPorta\mtlﬂ, the Ronald McDonald House o)f lowa Ci’%
is a Place where children can feel com)fortal?le to be

themselves, anay from the hos'aital settimg.
Ellie met many )friemds and e;ﬁ'oged Plo\ging with

them in the Pla\zﬁroom and outside at the Plaﬂgroumd.

We are thank}ful to say that Ellie has com[aleted radiation
and doimg quite well. Ellie is also eﬂ'o\zﬁimg) her )first Year

in school as a kimdergartmer.‘

Please know Your Sifts do make a difference.
Thank sou!

Ryan, Alicia, Ellie, and Nathan Smiley

b\ak your %-}k ({OQ§’

Provides an affordable housing option for
families experiencing a great deal of stress
and uncertainties.

What a relie)f kmowing that sto\ff would work with us

to form a Pagment Plan suitable to our abilit\«ﬂ.

Thanks to Your dollars, no )familﬂ is ever turned anay Learn more about the House
www.rmhciowacity.org.

Provides a supportive environment.

|ntemcting with other Jfamilies, listening to their stories, sharing our storks, and meetimg new Peolale became

thempeutic. We eﬂo\tﬁed meeting )families from around the state, countrﬂ and be\«ﬁond. House volunteers are a blessimg

Keeps the Ronald McDonald House equipped
with necessary supplies.

Similar to any home, the Ronald McDonald House
Frovided our )famil\:,j with Jfood items and other

basic necessities.

Follow Ellie and her family’s journey at
Our famiy truly felt at home. http:/ /wearesmiley.blogspot.com.

B i N0

e



